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as we know it, came originally from Greece. Drama, especially
the French drama, has been much influenced by the Attic
tragedians. There is scarcely one of the great poets who was
not in some sense a debtor to the Greeks. But, above all, the
thought of the Western World takes its spring and origin from
them. The creed of the Christian Church was formulated in
terms drawn from the Greek philosophers. Modern science
took its starting-point in the study of long-forgotten Greek
treatises. The ideas of Plato and Aristotle lie at the back of all
modern attempts to solve the problems of Life and the Universe.
In a word, the Greek spirit has been the stimulus and inspiration
of all honest inquiry after truth.
What the Greek spirit was we have endeavoured to convey in
the preceding pages. Its essence was an ardent belief in the
free exercise of the human faculties—freedom, that is, for every
man to take his share in the direction of his country's destiny;
freedom to enjoy the activities of mind and body with which
Nature has provided him; freedom, above all, to follow the
dictates of his own reasoning powers. And just because the
Greek was willing to trust his reason and 'follow whither the
argument might lead', he was able to see, more clearly than most
men have seen, what is really worth while in life. True, he had
his limitations, and very serious limitations they were. There
were many elements of coarseness and cruelty in his character.
He was blind to the inhumanity of slavery and the degradation
of his womenfolk. The specifically Christian virtues formed no
part of his moral make-up. But, apart from these limitations,
he 'saw life steadily and saw it whole'. He knew what made
for a full and happy life—healthy exercise of body, skill of hand
and energy of brain, the zest of a congenial occupation and the
enjoyment of a leisure well used for the appreciation of the beau-
tiful, the society of friends, and a vigorous interchange of ideas.
It is difficult to feel that the average Englishman of the twentieth
century has an equally clear conception of life's opportunities.

